
 
 
 
 
 

USTDA SUPPORT FOR STANDARDS DEVELOPMENT 
 

 

The U.S. Trade and Development Agency (USTDA) 
funds various forms of technical assistance, early 
investment analysis, training, orientation visits and 
business workshops that support the development of a 
modern infrastructure and a fair and open trading 
environment in developing and middle-income 
countries.  The provision of standards-related 
assistance has grown in importance as these countries 
more closely integrate into the global economy.  
USTDA, with its U.S. government and private sector 
partners, has been at the forefront of structuring 
foreign assistance activities designed to eliminate 
technical barriers to trade and to ensure that a country's 
regulations, standards, testing and certification 
procedures do not create unnecessary obstacles to 
international commerce. 
 
In carrying out its mission, USTDA gives emphasis to 
economic sectors that are developmental priorities for 
the host country and that represent significant trade 
and commercial opportunities for U.S. industry.  
USTDA's standards development assistance is 
provided to (1) developing and middle-income country 
project sponsors that demonstrate a commitment to 
eliminating technical barriers to trade, (2) activities 
that can generate measurable results, and (3) project 
sponsors with the ability to commit local resources to 
help with provision of the technical, training, or other 
development assistance. 
 
USTDA's standards-related foreign assistance 
activities have reflected a broad range of sectors 
including transportation, communications, health and 
safety, construction, and education, for example.  
Training, technical assistance, and other USTDA 
development activities are longer-term in nature and 
designed to catalyze favorable policy and regulatory 
environments.  Recipients of USTDA assistance in the 
standards area have included host country technical 
agencies, policy makers, regulators, private firms, and 
financial institutions. 
 
The following is a list of recent standards activities 
that USTDA has supported: 
 
Afghanistan 
 
Building Codes Standards - USTDA funded a 
$571,458 Building Codes Technical Assistance project 
to help the Government of Afghanistan to improve its 
building codes and construction standards.  This 

activity will train key personnel in building codes and 
enhance the government's ability to protect its citizens 
from unsafe building designs and construction materials 
and methods. 
 
Standards Development - This $564,748 Standards 
Development Technical Assistance project in 
Afghanistan will help the Government of Afghanistan 
to improve its standards and metrology law and 
regulations and allow for the development of 
enforcement and compliance mechanisms. 
 
Brazil 
 
Brazil Petrobras Refinery Fire Control – USTDA 
provided a $630,864 technical assistance grant to assist 
Brazil's national oil company, Petrobras, to develop a 
comprehensive plan to upgrade fire control and process 
safety at its refineries, prepare standards for fire control 
installations and systems for its existing and new 
refinery projects, and develop a training program for 
refinery personnel.  Petrobras recently adopted U.S. 
standards in several refinery safety areas as a result.   
 
Brazil Braskem Occupational Health Standards – 
USTDA provided a $423,000 technical assistance grant 
to assist Braskem, a petrochemical company, to adopt 
higher standards for occupational health and hygiene at 
its production facilities. 
 
Construction Standards - USTDA funded an 
Orientation Visit to the United States for the principal 
government agencies involved with issuing standards 
for construction activity in Brazil, as well as the unit 
responsible for approving technical standards at Brazil's 
Federal Savings Bank (CEF), the principal source of 
financing for housing projects.  The OV familiarized 
the delegation with U.S. standards for alternative 
construction technologies.  Following the OV, CEF 
approved steel framing construction as an acceptable 
standard and practice for housing projects. 
 
China 
 
U.S.-China Standards and Conformity Assessment 
Cooperation Program  –  Patterned on USTDA's public-
private cooperation model in the aviation sector, this 
$500,000 technical assistance activity will be matched 
by industry contributions and support up to 25 expert 
workshops and outreach activities in China.  Activities 
will be designed to share U.S. and internationally 
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accepted standards and conformity assessment 
practices with Chinese regulators and industry 
representatives as China continues to develop its 
standards and conformity assessment regulatory 
system. 
 
Mongolia 
 
Mongolia Standards Development Capacity Building - 
In 2007, USTDA funded a ten-day orientation visit for 
senior Mongolian representatives to visit the United 
States to discuss technical and policy aspects of 
standards, certification and conformity assessment 
procedures.   The visit aimed to familiarize the 
Mongolian delegates with the U.S. market-driven 
strategy for the development, issuance and 
implementation of standards, and the role of the U.S. 
government and non-governmental standards 
associations in this process.  The itinerary included 
Washington, DC; the Philadelphia, PA area; Peoria 
and Chicago, IL; and Milwaukee, WI.  The visit was 
conducted by Meridian International. 
 
Latin America and the Caribbean - Regional 
 
Professional Engineering Education Standards in the 
Americas – USTDA sponsored a Technical 
Symposium to educate academia, accreditation body 
representatives, professional engineering societies, 
engineering industry representatives, and government 
officials on how to build engineering capacity in the 
Latin America and Caribbean region through 
harmonized engineering education standards.  This 
trade capacity building initiative paves the way for 
harmonized engineering education standards 
throughout the Americas. 
 
High Definition Television Technical Standards - In 
2002, USTDA funded a $136,987 technical study tour 
to the United States for Latin American officials 
seeking to adopt the ATSC Standard for Digital 
Television (DTV) in their respective countries.  
Participating countries have moved closer to ATSC 
DTV standards following this visit, while several, 
including Mexico and Chile, are planning the 
announcement of their standards policies in the near 
future. 
 
Nigeria 
 
Nigerian Electricity Regulatory Commission, Health 
and Safety Standards - This $507,647 grant will assist 
the Nigerian Electricity Regulatory Commission in 
developing electric-sector health and safety standards 
and providing hands-on technical training for NERC 
staff.  This project will assist Nigeria with its 

privatization strategy and raise the level of confidence 
among investors looking to enter its electricity market. 
 
Russia 
 
Russia Railroad Sector Standards Review and 
Accreditation - This $291,664 grant is funding a study 
and pilot project for standards review and accreditation 
by the Russian Federal Railway System.  The objective 
of this project is to facilitate the harmonization of U.S. 
and Russian railroad car and component standards and 
establish a certified facility in the United States that 
would provide manufacturers a location to test products 
for certification in Russia. 
 
Thailand 
 
Occupational Safety and Health Standards:  In 2002, 
USTDA funded an Orientation Visit to the United 
States for a delegation of Thai officials responsible for 
the development and revision of standards for 
occupational safety, health, and security.  Within a year 
after the OV, the participants drafted an Occupational 
Safety Health and Environment Act using information 
collected from site visits in the United States.   
 
Vietnam 
 
U.S. - Vietnam Standards Development Program – 
USTDA funded a $469,000 strategic standards 
development and training initiative focused on assisting 
the Directorate for Standards and Quality in 
implementing a transparent, open and consensus-based 
standards system that incorporates good regulatory 
practices.  The USTDA assistance will provide training 
focused directly on the country’s compliance with 
World Trade Organization commitments for standards, 
conformity assessment procedures, and technical 
regulations, as well as Vietnam’s commitments in the 
U.S.-Vietnam Bilateral Trade Agreement.  
 
Standards Officials Orientation Visit:  USTDA 
provided $72,448 for a Standards Development 
Initiative that brought eight senior standards officials 
from Vietnam to the United States to study the U.S. 
government's role and policy in setting standards, U.S. 
private sector-led standards development, and 
conformity assessment activities.  


